
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



IOO THE PHILOSOPHICAL REVIEW. [Vol. XII. 

According to Mr. Lane, the law of social motion entails human equality 
through the operation of natural selection. In fact, the two principles are 
very much the same. It also entails the equality of the sexes, which is 
being brought about by the increasing weight of woman's brain among 
civilized peoples. It further entails a rapid trend to a mean of population, 
which, when once attained, "can never again be disturbed." It is also to 
be noted that the force of progress is eliminating inferior races, not by war 
and pestilence, but by diffusion of wealth and education. 

If the author' s theory is correct, it goes far toward accomplishing his pur- 
pose to harmonize the bewildering facts of human history, to account for 
the contradictions between human aspirations and human injustice, and to 
foreshadow the future of human society. But Mr. Lane's theory will 
encounter some scepticism among those who believe that recent investiga- 
tions show * natural selection ' to have been greatly overworked, and that 
its area of operation is limited, especially in the social realm. Analogous 
doubt will arise in reference to the claim that the human brain is increasing 
in weight. Even suppose that there is. such an increase in weight, it by no 
means follows that this means an increase in intelligence or in social effec- 
tiveness, unless it can be shown, which it admittedly cannot, that there is a 
correlation of brain weight and mental power. Still, quite apart from such 
considerations, Mr. Lane's book is a good one and can be heartily com- 
mended to serious students of social science. 

Mattoon M. Curtis. 

Western Reserve University. 

Le 'evolutionnisme en morale : Etude sur la philosophic de Herbert Spencer. 

Par Jean Halleux. Paris, F61ix Alcan, 1901. — pp. 228. 

This book consists of two parts, the first being a brief exposition of 
Herbert Spencer's Data of Ethics, the second a discussion and criticism of 
it. The criticism proceeds largely upon the traditional lines of opposition 
to the theory of evolution, and represents the view of Roman Catholic 
theology. As against the theory of development as applied to man, the 
author declares for special creation. He has failed to grasp certain ele- 
ments of Spencer's system, or has failed to keep them steadily in mind in 
his criticism. It is quite beside the mark to attack Spencer's view of 
morality as being merely external. To do so is to ignore his insistence 
upon the fact that every genuinely moral experience is essentially internal, 
with sanctions that are clearly distinguishable from those of the prudential 
morality which has been its nurse. Spencer's system as a whole surely 
presents sufficient points of attack without increasing them by misinterpre- 
tation. In another matter the writer seems to vacillate in his criticism. At 
one time he finds Spencer's teaching fatal to positive morality by reason of 
what he regards as its selfish and hedonistic tendencies ; at another he 
arraigns it as requiring an altruism too strenuous and lofty for mortals. 

The rationale of the system which M. Halleux would himself offer is 
not altogether clear from the discussion. Appeal is made to the will of 
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God as the ultimate principle of Christian morality. But how is this will 
known to men ? Either, it would seem, by a supernatural revelation or 
by the study of nature, including, of course, human nature. If he declares 
for the former, he has the difficult task of exhibiting a clear, harmonious, 
and universally authoritative revelation ; if for the latter, he must descend 
from the clouds and find the divine will in the facts of human experience. 
As the discussion stands, M. Halleux is left in an ambiguous position be- 
tween the earth and sky. On the one hand, he declares that " la morale 
religieuse puise dans la consideration de la vie future un criterium certain 
de la moralite de nos actes " (p. 169); on the other, that "la morale 
th6ologique . . . place le fondement imm6diat de la loi morale dans les 
relations naturelles des Stres "(p. 175). How can the consideration of a 
future life furnish a certain criterion of morality, when the very problem 
of morality is to determine what constitutes a worthful life, whether present 
or future, short or long ? Indefinite extension or extension to infinity does 
not answer the question. 

W. G. Everett. 
Brown University. 

A Study of Ethical Principles. By James Seth, Professor of Moral Phi- 
losophy in the University of Edinburgh. Sixth edition, revised. Edin- 
burgh and London, William Blackwood & Sons ; New York, Charles 
Scribner's Sons, 1902. — pp. xvi, 470. 

Advantage has been taken of this opportunity to revise the entire work 
once more and to make many minor corrections. There are, however, 
only two alterations of real importance. These occur (1) in the statement 
of Butler's theory in terms of Eudaemonism, as well as of Rationalism (Part 
I, ch. iii, § 14), and (2) in the discussion of freedom, which is no longer 
identified with contingency or indetermination, but with self-determination. 
The latter change of view has led to the alterations of certain statements 
in Part III, ch. i, §§ 3-5, and to the omission of the criticism of Green's 
view of the relation of the self to the character (§§ 8, 9). 

J. S. 

W. Wundt. Seine Philosophic und Psychologie. Von Edmund Konig. 

[Fromanns Klassiker der Philosophic] Stuttgart, Fr. Fromanns Verlag, 

1901. — pp. 207. 
W. Wundt' s Philosophic und Psychologie, In ihren Grundlehren darge- 

stellt. Von Rudolf Eisler. Leipzig, J. A. Barth, 1902. — pp. vi, 210. 

The scope and purpose of these volumes is in general the same. They 
both present in a compact form an exposition of Wundt' s views on the 
fundamental questions of philosophy and psychology. Konig' s method of 
treatment was undoubtedly determined largely by the character of the series 
for which his book was written. The first forty-nine pages deal with Wundt's 
relation to other current philosophical movements, and with an account of 



